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Programme October 2023 – April 2024 

 
Venues: All meetings except in December will be at Charles Dickens 
Museum, Doughty Street and also over Zoom. 
 
14 October, 2:30 pm 

Beryl Bainbridge’s ‘According to Queeney’: Johnson’s life without 
Boswell 
Dr Jane Darcy 
Chair: Lois Potter 

 
18 November, 2:30 pm 

Johnson’s history of the theatre: the Drury Lane Prologue 
Dr John Lavagnino 
Chair: Miriam Al Jamil 

 
9 December 

The Annual Johnson Commemoration 
2:00 pm, Westminster Abbey. A wreath will be laid on Johnson’s 
grave by Karin Fernald. 
4.00 pm, Dr Johnson’s House. Richard Thrale Memorial Lecture and 
reception (see separate booking form). 
‘The rattlesnake and the elephant’: the story of the friendship 
between Samuel Johnson and Hester Thrale 
Karin Fernald 
Chair: Michael Bundock 

 
13 January 2023, 2:30 pm 

Readings of or about Johnson by Society members 
Chair: Lois Potter 
Details of this meeting will be circulated in due course. 
 

10 February, 2:30 pm 
‘The Vision of Theodore, the Hermit of Teneriffe, found in his cell’: 
a case study of Samuel Johnson’s exploration of human nature 
Dr Stefka Ritchie 
Chair: Celine Luppo McDaid 
 

  
 
9 March 

1.30 pm. Annual General Meeting 
2.30 pm. Dr Johnson and the new ‘aristocracy of talent’ in 
eighteenth-century Britain 
Professor Penelope Corfield 
Chair: Lois Potter 

 
13 April, 2:30 pm 

Dr Johnson, francophobia and the Haymarket Theatre riot of 
October 1738 
Dr Robert Kenny 
Chair: Julian Currall 
 

13 May 
Visit to National Portrait Gallery archive 
Details will be circulated in due course. 

  
 
MEMBERSHIP AND SUBSCRIPTIONS. All members receive the Society’s 
annual journal, the New Rambler and our occasional newsletter, the New 
Idler. The annual subscription is £25 for individual membership and £30 
for joint membership. Applications can be made on-line on the web site or 
by contacting the Membership Secretary. 
  
We encourage all members to pay their subscription via PayPal on the 
Society’s web site. When a member logs in subscription dues are shown, 
and clicking on the link leads to PayPal. All Members with email addresses 
will receive reminders when subscriptions become due. 
 
Subscriptions are due on 1st October each year. Members who are in 
arrears for a whole session will be deemed to have resigned. 
 
If you are unsure whether your subscription is up-to-date, please send an 
email to: memsec@johnsonsocietyoflondon.org 
 

Web site: http://www.johnsonsocietyoflondon.org 
   

 


